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Will God come to save us in these trying times? Since the fall of Adam and Eve, generation after 

generation has continuously made one mistake over and over. Believing in God as long as it 

serves a purpose and then turning a blind eye to the generosity of God. Now this is a general 

statement and not true of every single person, because otherwise our belief in God would have 

disappeared and this church would be empty. 

Father Chris likes to mention the greatest generation referring to the generation that survived 

WWII. Perhaps they were but only history can speak of how one generation stands out more than 

another. Those were simpler times compared to today but if that generation was so great why are 

so many turning away from God? 

One reason, I believe is because at some point we let the church take responsibility for teaching 

our children the faith when in actuality the church is there to assist not take charge of our faith 

lives.  

That’s why it is so important for both parents to be visible at the Mass. When God is a family 

sharing event the children are more likely to follow in our footsteps. Especially when the father 

is present. 

In this country we certainly enjoy greater freedom than most other countries, but we have not 

solved all the problems of the world. We haven’t even come close. 

There was a song called “The Living Years” by Mike and the Mechanics that made an interesting 

observation though the songs intent was different than my example I think it fits my purpose. 

Every generation 

Blames the one before 

And all of their frustrations 

Come beating on your door 
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I know that I'm a prisoner 

To all my Father held so dear 

I know that I'm a hostage 

To all his hopes and fears 

I just wish I could have told him in the living years 

 

We always seem to find a way to justify our existence through the lens of our parents and then 

turn it on them when things are not better than we expect them to be. We often do the same with 

God when things aren’t going our way. 

Like the song says, “Every generation blames the one before”.  

Moses led the people out of Egypt with the promise that God would deliver them from bondage 

and yet some were not satisfied with the method chosen for them. Some were constantly 

complaining to Moses who in turn looked to God for answers. Their ingratitude led them to sin 

and the worship of false Gods and so God caused the Israelites to wander in the dessert for forty 

years until that generation passed and then he allowed the next generation into the promised land. 

God made a promise to the Israelites that he would take them out of Egypt and place them in a 

place flowing with milk and honey and yet some complained every step of the way. He called 

them an ungrateful people.  

We have the opportunity to seek repentance and at the same time allow God’s grace to affect our 

outcome despite the odds being against us. Recall the people of Nineveh and how they repented 

and were saved. Where is our call for repentance? 

When will we experience the next greatest generation? 
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I was born in the early fifties but I really grew up in the sixties. What a confused generation that 

was. We thought we had new ideas that we had all the answers and we hoped we could change 

the world. Make it a place of love and peace, but what came out of that time was a breakdown of 

family values.  

Like a wine that hasn’t aged well that generation has become bitter and left with a bad taste in 

their mouths.  

They became like the fig tree which produced no fruit. Their ideas were not faith based and when 

you leave God out of the equation the answers are never complete. Far too often we react to 

situations with anger hate and jealousy. If we follow the ways of the gardener in the parable and 

not the landowner time will allow us to be fruitful. 

The gardener asked the owner to allow the tree to be nourished for one more year and given 

another chance. Without God we are missing out on the nutrients that allow us to bear fruit. Jesus 

commands us to love one another, there are always second chances with God. 

Social media today is like weeds in a garden choking off the tree trying to bear fruit. In my 

generation growing up social media consisted of television and radio. The social conscience of 

that time put filters on what we were exposed to. Filters that blocked certain types of content that 

was considered unsuitable for the airways. Today all the filters have been removed and we’re 

allowing even the youngest children to be inundated by evil. Some suggesting that even the 

youngest of us need to eat from the tree of good and evil in order to allow our children the free 

will to make their own choices.  
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Think back on your own childhood and ask yourself was I wise enough to make such choices. 

We know who encouraged Adam and Eve to eat of that tree. The devil has no interest in how our 

children are raised. His only interest is in turning our children away from God’s grace. 

It's up to us to guide our children. It’s up to us raise our children in the faith. Teach your children 

from a very young age to pray and more importantly pray with them. Baptism plants the seed in 

each of us. The waters of baptism washes away the weed that is original sin.   

At baptism our job as teachers of the faith has just begun. We can’t wait for them to be old 

enough for CCD. Bring them to Church. Let them experience us living our faith. 

In the Gospel of Mark chapter 10 verses 14 – 16 it says; “Let the children come to me; do not 

prevent them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Amen, I say to you whoever 

does not accept the Kingdom of God like a child will not enter it. Then he embraced them and 

blessed them, placing his hands on them”. 

Jesus is the gardener in the parable let him supply the nourishment need to have a fruitful 

harvest. 

  

 

  

 

 


